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MOSTLY SUNNY 
High: 50 
Low: 30 
0% chance 
of rain 


Saturday: Sunny, 52/32 
Sunday: Late mix, 40/29 
Monday: Sunny, 35/23 


Details on the back of Metro $ 


SPECIAL ELECTION 


The Atlanta — 
Journal-Constitution 


Credible. Compelling. Complete. 


$2.00 


Next 3 days: Posters 
of Georgia players 


IN SPORTS, SECTION C 


GETTING READY FOR THE ROSE BOWL 


What fans are doing 
to get to the game 


How a freshman QB 
embraced spotlight 


Alabama certifies Democrat’s Senate win 


Judge, elections officials 
dismiss Moore’s claims 
of voter irregularities. 


By Kim Chandler 
Associated Press 


MONTGOMERY, ALA. — Demo- 
crat Doug Jones’ historic victory 
over Republican Roy Moore was 
declared official Thursday as Ala- 
bama election officials certified 
him the winner of the special Sen- 
ate election earlier this month, 
despite claims of voter irregular- 


AFGHANISTAN 


ities from his opponent. 

Jones defeated Moore on Dec. 12 
by about 22,000 votes in a stun- 
ning victory ina deeply red state. 
It was the first Democratic Sen- 
ate victory in a quarter-century 
in Alabama. Moore was dogged 
by accusations of sexual miscon- 
duct involving teenage girls that 
occurred decades ago. 

The state’s former chief jus- 
tice refused to concede and even 
filed a last-ditch lawsuit hours 
before the certification, but a 
judge rejected his claims. Alabama 
election officials also found no 
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Dozens killed in Kabul suicide attack 


A distraught man is carried away following a suicide attack in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Thursday. 
Authorities say attackers stormed the Shiite Muslim cultural center in the Afghan capital of Kabul, 
setting off multiple bombs and killing dozens. RAHMUT GUL/ ASSOCIATED PRESS Article, A4 


EARLY TAX PAYMENTS 


Milton: We will collect 
no tax before its time 


City returning money 
to those who tried to 
pay before law kicks in. 


By Arielle Kass 
akass@ajc.com 


The 24 Milton residents who 
rushed to pay their 2018 tax bill 
in advance will get their money 
back. But they might not be happy 
about it. 

The residents paid next year’s 
property taxes early, hoping to 
get around changes to the new 
tax law. The new law, which goes 
into effect in January, caps deduc- 
tions for state, local and property 
taxes at $10,000. 
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The Internal Revenue Service 
threw cold water on their plan, 
though, when it said that deduc- 
tions could only be taken if prop- 
erty had been assessed and bills 
for 2018 taxes had been sent. In 
Georgia, that doesn’t happen until 
well into the new year. 

Additionally, Georgia tax com- 
missioners said it’s illegal for taxes 
to be collected before a tax digest 
has been approved by the state. 

“We apologize for any incon- 
venience or confusion,” the city 
said in a statement, adding officials 
thought they should “err on the 
side of the taxpayer rather than 
risk our residents being unable 
to take advantage of a possible 
tax deduction.” 


evidence of voting irregularities. 

A spokesman for Jones earlier 
called Moore’s lawsuit a “desper- 
ate attempt ... to subvert the will 
of the people.” 

“The election is over. It’s time 
to move on,” Sam Coleman wrote 
in an email. 

Jones will be sworn in on Jan. 
3, narrowing the GOP’s advan- 
tage in the U.S. Senate to 51-49. 
He takes over the seat previously 
held by Attorney General Jeff Ses- 
sions. The term expires in Janu- 
ary 2021. 

Jones is a former U.S. attor- 


FULTON COUNTY 


ney best known for prosecuting 
two Ku Klux Klansmen respon- 
sible for Birmingham’s infamous 
1963 church bombing. 

Moore’s campaign was deeply 
wounded by the sexual miscon- 
duct accusations. Moore denied 
the accusations and said in the 
lawsuit that he had passed a poly- 
graph test to prove they are false. 

Moore’s attorney wrote in the 
wide-ranging complaint that he 
believed there were irregularities 
during the election, including 


Alabama continued on A8 


Doug Jones’ (left) win was made 
official Thursday even as Roy 
Moore refused to concede. 


CONCUSSIONS IN COLLEGE ATHLETICS 


Many colleges 


do not trac 
concussions 


AJC survey finds UGA 
among schools that 
don’t compile data. 


By Willoughby Mariano 
wmariano@ajc.com 
and Jennifer Peebles 
jpeebles@ajc.com 


Despite the risks of head inju- 
ries, the University of Georgia 
and many top-tier athletic pro- 
grams still fail to systematically 
track by sport the concussions 
their athletes sustain, an Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution survey of 62 
programs found. 

The AJC’s analysis of NCAA Divi- 
sion I, II and HI schools found that 
about 1 in 6 athletic programs do 
not count student-athlete concus- 


Woman killed trying 
to help homeless teen 


2 teenagers charged 
in death of Powder 
Springs grandmother. 


By Christian Boone 
cboone@ajc.com 


She worked the night shift, log- 
ging arduous hours in the delica- 
tessen at a south Fulton Publix, 
nearly an hour’s drive from her 
Powder Springs home. 

But Toni Abad never lost her 
cheerful spirit, and JoLynn Grif- 
fin knew it well. Abad stopped by 
Griffin’s house most every night 
after she got off work, where the 
two longtime friends would talk 
about their day and watch “The 
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Toni Abad was ambushed, 
beaten witha bat and thrown 
into the trunk of her car, where 
she died, police said. CONTRIBUTED 


Ellen DeGeneres Show.” 

“She had a contagious laugh,” 
Griffin said. “She just made you 
feel good.” 


Grandmother continued on A7 


sions by sport, even though such 
data collection could lead to better 
safety protocols for their athletes. 

The NCAA has run a program 
to report and track concussions 
and all other student athlete inju- 
ries for research purposes since 
1982 — but there is no requirement 
that member schools report to it. 

Concussion data is easy to col- 
lect and may hold crucial clues on 
how to prevent concussions and 
their worst impacts, or help ath- 
letic trainers spot trends. NCAA 
schools record athlete injuries in 
their personal medical records, 
which nowadays are stored elec- 
tronically. 

These systems can make tally- 
ing any type of injury as simple 


Concussions continued on A6 


METRO, B1 
Community, colleagues 
praise Amanda Davis 


The death of the longtime Atlanta 
TV reporter and anchor prompts 
memories of her skill and humanity. 


GO GUIDE, D1 
Dine, danceor drinkto 
these NYE possibilities 


You still have two days to decide, 
but we have lots of options as 
2017 heads for the exit. 
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